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Comparative Genocide/Human Rights 
Storytelling through Digital Media 

 
This assignment engages students in themes of modern Social Justice, Genocide and Human Rights. 
 
Groups of 3 students (maximum 4) will select one topic from the list below and each group will.  The 
students will produce a 2-5 minute digital story centered around fictitious characters and /or families 
based on historical facts.  
 

1. China Nanking Massacre 
2. China WW II forced labourers and modern Japanese corporations 
3. Korea Comfort Women 
4. Germany Holocaust (Jewish, political dissenters, homosexuals, gypsies) 
5. First Nations (Residential Schools, Smallpox) 
6. Rwanda 
7. Bosnia 
8. Darfur 
9. Cambodia 
10. Sudan 
11. Armenian 

 
The finished product–the digital story (4 minutes)–can be any one of the following: 
 1. Video/movie 
 2. Audio with music and still pictures 
 3. Original recorded song 
 4. Animation 
 5. Claymation 
 6. Picture Book 
 8. Graphic Novel 
 9. Other....check with your teacher BEFORE carrying out any research 
 
Assessment:   
There will be many “smaller” assignments, each with its own due date, which will need to be completed 
in order to produce the final product.  The work dates, required tasks, marks and due dates are as 
follows: 
 
Work date Task Marks Due date 
May 4 Introduction of topics and group brainstorming   
May 6 Library Research - Notes 10 May 8 
May 8 Story mapping and Story board  5 & 15 May 12 
May 12 Video production 40 May 19 
 Final Script 15 May 19 
 Works Cited 10 May 19 
 Presentation  5 May 21 
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CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  
Point of View - 
Awareness of 
Audience  

Strong awareness of audience in the design. 
Students can clearly explain why they felt the 
vocabulary, audio and graphics chosen fit the 
target audience.  

Some awareness of audience in 
the design. Students can partially 
explain why they felt the 
vocabulary, audio and graphics 
chosen fit the target audience.  

Some awareness of audience in the 
design. Students find it difficult to 
explain how the vocabulary, audio and 
graphics chosen fit the target 
audience.  

Limited awareness of 
the needs and interests 
of the target audience.  

Dramatic Question  Realization is dramatically different from 
expectation.  

Realization differs noticeably from 
expectation.  

Realization barely differs from the 
expectation.  

Realization and 
expecation do not differ.  

Images  Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that 
matches different parts of the story. The images 
may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors. 

Images create an atmosphere or 
tone that matches some parts of 
the story. The images may 
communicate symbolism and/or 
metaphors.  

An attempt was made to use images 
to create an atmosphere/tone but it 
needed more work. Image choice is 
logical.  

Little or no attempt to 
use images to create an 
appropriate 
atmosphere/tone.  

Voice - Pacing  The pace (rhythm and voice punctuation) fits the 
story line and helps the audience really "get 
into" the story.  

Occasionally speaks too fast or too 
slowly for the story line. The pacing 
(rhythm and voice punctuation) is 
relatively engaging for the 
audience.  

Tries to use pacing (rhythm and voice 
punctuation), but it is often noticeable 
that the pacing does not fit the story 
line. Audience is not consistently 
engaged.  

No attempt to match the 
pace of the storytelling 
to the story line or the 
audience.  

Economy  The story is told with exactly the right amount of 
detail throughout. It does not seem too short nor 
does it seem too long.  

The story composition is typically 
good, though it seems to drag 
somewhat OR need slightly more 
detail in one or two sections.  

The story seems to need more editing. 
It is noticeably too long or too short in 
more than one section.  

The story needs 
extensive editing. It is 
too long or too short to 
be interesting.  
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Voice - Consistency  Voice quality is clear and consistently audible 

throughout the presentation.  
Voice quality is clear and 
consistently audible throughout the 
majority (85-95%) of the 
presentation.  

Voice quality is clear and consistently 
audible through some (70-84%)of the 
presentation.  

Voice quality needs 
more attention.  

Soundtrack - 
Emotion  

Music stirs a rich emotional response that 
matches the story line well.  

Music stirs a rich emotional 
response that somewhat matches 
the story line.  

Music is ok, and not distracting, but it 
does not add much to the story.  

Music is distracting, 
inappropriate, OR was 
not used.  

Duration of 
Presentation  

Length of presentation was 4 minutes.  Length of presentation was 3 
minutes.  

Length of presentation was 2 minutes. Presentation was less 
than 2 minutes long OR 
more than 4 minutes.  

Grammar  Grammar and usage were correct (for the 
dialect chosen) and contributed to clarity, style 
and character development.  

Grammar and usage were typically 
correct (for the dialect chosen) and 
errors did not detract from the 
story.  

Grammar and usage were typically 
correct but errors detracted from story. 

Repeated errors in 
grammar and usage 
distracted greatly from 
the story.  

Point of View - 
Purpose  

Establishes a purpose early on and maintains a 
clear focus throughout.  

Establishes a purpose early on and 
maintains focus for most of the 
presentation.  

There are a few lapses in focus, but 
the purpose is fairly clear.  

It is difficult to figure out 
the purpose of the 
presentation. 
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CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Clarity and Neatness  Storyboard is easy to read and all 
elements are so clearly written, 
labeled, or drawn that another 
student could create the 
presentation if necessary.  

Storyboard is easy to read and 
most elements are clearly written, 
labeled, or drawn. Another person 
might be able to create the 
presentation after asking one or 
two questions.  

Storyboard is hard to read with 
rough drawings and labels. It 
would be hard for another person 
to create this presentation without 
asking lots of questions.  

Storyboard is hard to read and one 
cannot tell what goes where. It 
would be impossible for another 
person to create this presentation 
without asking lots of questions.  

Content  All content is in the students' own 
words and is accurate.  

Almost all content is in the 
students' own words and is 
accurate.  

At least half of the content is in the 
students' own words and is 
accurate.  

Less than half of the content is in 
the students' own words and/or is 
accurate.  

Required Elements  Storyboard included all required 
elements as well as a few 
additional elements.  

Storyboard included all required 
elements and one additional 
element.  

Storyboard included all required 
elements.  

One or more required elements 
was missing from the storyboard.  

Spelling & Grammar  No spelling or grammatical 
mistakes on a storyboard with lots 
of text.  

No spelling or grammatical 
mistakes on a storyboard with little 
text.  

One spelling or grammatical error 
on the storyboard.  

Several spelling and/or 
grammatical errors on the 
storyboard.  

Spelling & Grammar  No spelling or grammatical 
mistakes on a storyboard with lots 
of text.  

No spelling or grammatical 
mistakes on a storyboard with little 
text.  

One spelling or grammatical error 
on the storyboard.  

Several spelling and/or 
grammatical errors on the 
storyboard.  

Use of Time  Used time well during each class 
period (as shown by observation 
by teacher, and documentation of 
progress in journal) with no adult 
reminders.  

Used time well during most class 
periods (as shown by observation 
by teacher, and documentation of 
progress in journal) with no adult 
reminders.  

Used time well (as shown by 
observation by teacher and 
documentation of progress in 
journal), but required adult 
reminders on one or more 
occasions to do so.  

Used time poorly (as shown by 
observation by teacher and/or 
documentation of progress in 
journal) in spite of several adult 
reminders to do so.  
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Point of View  Establishes a 

purpose and 
maintains a clear 
focus; strong 
awareness of 
audience.  

Focuses on a 
purpose; 
communicates with 
an audience.  

Some evidence of 
communicating with 
an audience for a 
specific purpose; 
some lapse in focus.  

Limited awareness 
of audience and/or 
purpose.  

Emotional 
Content  

Audience is deeply 
and emotionally 
engaged.  

Audience is 
emotionally engaged. 

Audience lapses in 
emotional 
engagement.  

Audience has little to 
no emotional 
engagement.  

Dramatic 
Question  

Realization is 
dramatically different 
from expectation.  

Realization differs 
from expectation.  

Realization from 
expectation is subtle. 

Realization and 
expectation do not 
differ.  

Pacing  Engaging rhythm; 
use of punctuation; 
suggestions of 
emotions via sound 
effects; use of "white 
space"; enhanced 
vitality  

Engaging rhythm; 
use of punctuation; 
some suggestions of 
emotions via sound 
effects; use of "white 
space"; evidence of 
vitality.  

Some rhythm; some 
use of punctuation; 
limited suggestions of 
emotion via sound 
effects; lapses in 
vitality.  

Mechanical rhythm; 
limited use of 
punctuation; limited 
vitality.  

Economy  Sequential 
composition; 
succinct; images 
create an 
atmosphere and/or 
tone, and may 
communicate 
symbolism and/or 
metaphors.  

Sequential 
composition; 
succinct; images 
create an 
atmosphere and/or 
tone.  

Sequential 
composition; 
succinct; images are 
controlled/logical  

Sequential 
composition; images 
are acceptable.  
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CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  
Sources  Students have used at 

least 4 different 
sources in research 
and has accurately 
referenced those 
sources.  

Students have used at 
least 3 different 
sources in research 
and has accurately 
referenced most of 
those sources.  

Students have only used 
2 different sources in 
research but has some 
errors in referencing 
those sources.  

Students 
have only 
one source 
and have 
not 
referenced 
it correctly.  

Accurate 
Information  

Students have 
recorded clear and 
accurate information 
in their notes for all 8 
cultural areas.  

Students have 
recorded clear and 
accurate information 
in their notes for 6-7 
cultural areas.  

Students have recorded 
information that is not 
clear/accurate in their 
notes for 4-5 cultural 
areas.  

Students 
have 
recorded 
unclear 
and 
inaccurate 
information 
in their 
notes for 
less than 3 
cultural 
areas.  

Complete  Students have taken 
notes for all 8 cultural 
areas and have more 
than 2 facts recorded 
for each.  

Students have taken 
notes for all 7-8 
cultural areas and 
have at least 1 fact 
recorded for each.  

Students have taken 
notes for only 5-6 cultural 
areas and have only 1 
fact recorded for each.  

Students 
have taken 
notes for 
less than 5 
cultural 
areas and 
have not 
recorded 
at least 1 
fact  

Research Report : Note Taking / Note Making 
 
 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  
Organization  Information is very 

organized with well-
constructed 
paragraphs and 
subheadings.  

Information is 
organized with well-
constructed 
paragraphs.  

Information is 
organized, but 
paragraphs are not 
well-constructed.  

The information 
appears to be 
disorganized. 8)  
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Quality of 
Information  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. It includes 
several supporting 
details and/or 
examples.  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. It provides 1-2 
supporting details 
and/or examples.  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. No details 
and/or examples are 
given.  

Information has little 
or nothing to do with 
the main topic.  

Mechanics  No grammatical, 
spelling or 
punctuation errors.  

Almost no 
grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors 

A few grammatical 
spelling, or 
punctuation errors.  

Many grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation errors.  

Diagrams & 
Illustrations  

Diagrams and 
illustrations are neat, 
accurate and add to 
the reader's 
understanding of the 
topic.  

Diagrams and 
illustrations are 
accurate and add to 
the reader's 
understanding of the 
topic.  

Diagrams and 
illustrations are neat 
and accurate and 
sometimes add to 
the reader's 
understanding of the 
topic.  

Diagrams and 
illustrations are not 
accurate OR do not 
add to the reader's 
understanding of the 
topic.  

Accuracy of 
Facts (Content)  

All supportive facts 
are reported 
accurately.  

Almost all supportive 
facts are reported 
accurately.  

Most supportive facts 
are reported 
accurately.  

NO facts are 
reported OR most 
are inaccurately 
reported.  

Focus on Topic 
(Content)  

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic. 
Main idea stands out 
and is supported by 
detailed information.  

Main idea is clear but 
the supporting 
information is 
general.  

Main idea is 
somewhat clear but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information.  

The main idea is not 
clear. There is a 
seemingly random 
collection of 
information.  

Conclusion 
(Organization)  

The conclusion is 
strong and leaves 
the reader with a 
feeling that they 
understand what the 
writer is "getting at."  

The conclusion is 
recognizable and 
ties up almost all the 
loose ends.  

The conclusion is 
recognizable, but 
does not tie up 
several loose ends.  

There is no clear 
conclusion, the 
paper just ends.  



Sequencing 
(Organization)  

Details are placed in 
a logical order and 
the way they are 
presented effectively 
keeps the interest of 
the reader.  

Details are placed in 
a logical order, but 
the way in which 
they are 
presented/introduced 
sometimes makes 
the writing less 
interesting.  

Some details are not 
in a logical or 
expected order, and 
this distracts the 
reader.  

Many details are not 
in a logical or 
expected order. 
There is little sense 
that the writing is 
organized.  

 


